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It is an interesting story which Mr. Rallia Rani has told describing 


the growth of the British Empire, its deep motives and its significance, it 
is certainly a romantic tale of a small island kingdom extending its wings and 
transforming itself into a world-wide Empire. What it is that has brought 
greatness and given England the lead of the world ? The answer is to Ik 
found not in the conquests that it has made, though her conquests may 
some day form one of the most glorious epics of the West—but it is more in 
her understanding the needs of the various people and in meeting them. It is 
in her recognition of the rights of other communities and countries which have 
come under her shelter and in leading them to the enjoyment of laws and 
constitutions which nave been the secret of her greatness and ncr glory. It is in 
her aspiration m creating a commonwealth of free nations “federated for one 
purpose : of promoting the common weal. As long as this idea inspires 
her statesmen, her kingdom over the hearts of men is secure. Jt is not 
only in leading ner own people to paths of Self-Government but in her in 
essaying a far more difficult task of uniting India into a nation and then 
making this great continent self-governing. I must congratulate the author 
in giving us this brief history, and I feel as years roll by, the call for unity 
will become stronger, the duty of our people to the Empire more clear and 
the goal more sublime. 
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